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HOUSE BI LL 2325

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Sinpson, Tom B. Sullivan, Springer, Sells,
Hol nmgui st , McCune, O Brien, Pettigrew, Ahern, DeBolt, Jarrett,
Appleton, MIloscia, Onsby, Dunn, Priest, Roach, Dunshee, Wods,
Hunter and Eri cks

Read first tinme 04/14/2005. Referred to Commttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to the devel opnent of affordable housing through
fl exi bl e short subdivision; amending RCW58.17.060; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that there is a
| arge, unnet need for affordable housing in the cities and counties of
Washi ngton that is increasing every year. The |l egislature further
finds that many single-famly residential nei ghborhoods were devel oped
at an earlier tinme at densities |less than the maxi num al | owabl e under
current zoning regul ations. The legislature further finds that the
grow h nmanagenent act requires increased densities in single-famly
areas, and that the rising costs of public facilities to accomodate
growt h coupled with insufficient revenues available for such facilities
make infill housing within existing developed areas an economc
necessity. The legislature concludes that allowi ng reasonable
devel opment of underutilized parcels of Iand within urban growth areas
has significant potential to provide nuch-needed affordable ownership
housi ng while al so providing resources to existing property owners and
their communiti es.
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(2) The legislature declares that it is the purpose of this act to:
(a) Increase the supply of affordable housing w thout governnent
subsidies or the provision of additional public facilities; (b)
encourage noderately priced for-sale housing in single-famly
nei ghbor hoods and increase housing opportunities for people in a
variety of Ilife cycle stages; and (c) provide honeowners wth an
additional option for the portion of their property that is not
required for the use of the existing residential unit.

Sec. 2. RCW 58.17.060 and 1990 1st ex.s. ¢ 17 s 51 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislative body of a city, town, or county shall adopt
regul ati ons and procedures, and appoint admnistrative personnel for
the summary approval of short plats and short subdivisions or
alteration or vacation thereof. Wien an alteration or vacation
involves a public dedication, the alteration or vacation shall be
processed as provided in RCW58.17.212 or 58.17.215. Such regul ations
shal |l be adopted by ordi nance and shall provide that a short plat and
short subdivision may be approved only if witten findings that are
appropri at e, as provided in RCW 58.17.110, are nmade by the
adm ni strative personnel, and may contain wholly different requirenents
than those governing the approval of prelimnary and final plats of
subdivisions and nmay require surveys and nonunentations and shall
require filing of a short plat, or alteration or vacation thereof, for
record in the office of the county auditor: PROVI DED, That such
regul ations nust contain a requirenent that land in short subdivisions
may not be further divided in any manner within a period of five years
wi thout the filing of a final plat, except that when the short plat
contains fewer than four parcels, nothing in this section shall prevent
the owner who filed the short plat fromfiling an alteration wthin the
five-year period to create up to a total of four lots wthin the
ori gi nal short plat boundari es: PROVI DED FURTHER, That such
regul ations are not required to contain a penalty clause as provided in
RCW 36. 32. 120 and may provide for wholly injunctive relief.

An ordinance requiring a survey shall require that the survey be
conpleted and filed with the application for approval of the short
subdi vi si on.
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(2) Cties, towns, and counties shall include in their short plat
regul ati ons and procedures pursuant to subsection (1) of this section
provi sions for considering sidewal ks and ot her planning features that
assure safe walking conditions for students who walk to and from
school

(3)(a) Cities, towns, and counties planning under RCW 36.70A. 040
shall provide in their requlations and procedures for the review and
approval of short plats and short subdivisions or alteration or
vacation thereof that any lot or parcel within a residential zoning
district located within an urban growh area as designated under RCW
36. 70A. 110 that is two or nore tines the mnimumlot size required in
the applicable zoning regulation my be divided into two or nore lots
of reqular or irreqular shape, provided that:

(i) The averaged area of all lots created shall not be less than
the applicable mninum]lot size;
(ii) Al lots created shall have adequate provision for access to

a public street, either by direct frontage or easenent, and an averaged
width and depth of at least fifty percent of the applicable m ninmm
requi renents for such lots, if any;

(iii) Al other applicable requlations and procedures shall apply:;
and

(iv) All lots created shall be recognized as | egal and conform ng
for purposes of inprovenent.

(b) Any other city, town, or county nay adopt the provisions of
this subsection.

(4)(a) Cties, towns, and counties planning under RCW 36. 70A 040
shall provide in their requlations and procedures for the review and
approval of short plats and short subdivisions or alteration or
vacation thereof that the adjustnent of boundary lines between abutting
lots or parcels in the sanme ownership within a residential zoning
district and located within an urban growh area as designated under
RCW 36. 70A. 110 may result in one or nore lots or parcels that contain
insufficient area or dinension to neet mninmum area or dinension
requirenents for a building site but that the resulting lots or parcels
shall be recognized as legal and conformng for purposes of
i nprovenent, provided that:

(i) The averaged area of all resulting lots or parcels shall not be
less than the applicable mininmumlot size;
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(ii) Al resulting lots or parcels shall have adequate provision
for access to a public street, either by direct frontage or easenent,
and an averaged width and depth of at least fifty percent of the
applicable mninumrequirenents for such lots or parcels, if any; and

(iii) No additional lots or parcels are thereby created.

(b) Any other city, town, or county nay adopt the provisions of
this subsection.

~-- END ---
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